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The Applegate Trail Marker in 
Phoenix is on the west side of 
Highway 99 (Main Street), 
south of what had been the 
that 
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The Applegate Trail Marker 


Clean, fresh and spar- 
kling, we should all look so 
good when we’re old. 

It’s obvious from its near 
spotless condition that some- 
one really loves the Apple- 
gate Trail Marker in Phoe- 
nix. If you didn’t know bet- 
ter, you might think it was 
brand new. 

When the granite and 
bronze monument was dedi- 
cated in October 1921 by the 
Crater Lake and Mt. Ash- 
land chapters of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolu- 
tion, Regent Eva Anderson 
had high hopes. 

“We build this monument 
that it may withstand the 
heat and the cold, the sun- 
shine and the rain, thru all 
the years to come,” she said, 
“that generation after gen- 
eration may join with us in 
loving gratitude and appre- 
ciation for the heroic sacri- 
fice and noble service given 
to our beloved State of Ore- 
gon in the year 1846.” 

The Mail Tribune news- 
paper called the dedication 
“one of the most patriotic 
events in the history of 
Jackson County.” 

Believed to be the first 
DAR marker placed in Jack- 
son County, the monument 
is dedicated to the fifteen 
members of the Applegate 
party, who “blazed the first 


immigrant trail through the 
wilderness of Southern Ore- 
gon and the Rogue River 
Valley.” 

At the dedication, Phoe- 
nix school children had si- 
lently marched to the site 
where they stood at atten- 
tion. A large crowd of digni- 
taries, including Applegate 
descendants, gathered to 
hear Medford Mayor, “Pop” 
Gates, speak. 

He marveled at how 
much had changed since the 
days of the “famous fif- 
teen,” who rode in their sad- 
dles or walked in the dirt, 
passing this very spot. 

“We travel along the 
same route today,” he said, 
“but now, in an automobile 
over a paved highway.” 

What he didn’t say was 
what everyone there already 
knew. This portion of the 
Pacific Highway had been 
the first in Oregon to be 
paved. 

Captain 
Oliver Crom- 
well Apple- 
gate, son of 
one of the ex- 
pedition’s 
leaders, Lind- 
say Apple- 
gate, told the 
audience the 
trail was 
blazed to 
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avoid the Columbia River 
rapids near The Dalles, the 
most treacherous part of the 
original Oregon Trail. Jesse 
and Lindsay Applegate 
thought there had to be a 
safer way. 

It appears that the monu- 
ment’s “caretakers” would 
rather do their cleaning in 
anonymity. Checks with 
local historical societies and 
members of the Phoenix 
community have so far been 
unsuccessful in revealing 
who these mysterious citi- 
zens might be. 

Could it be that the 
marker takes care of itself? 
Or did Eva Anderson acci- 
dently create some sort of 
magic at that dedication 
ceremony that protects the 
marker? 


By William M. Miller from 


his book History Snoopin’ 
True Tales of Oregon and 


Northern California. 
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Oakwood Motel and Kachina Room 


So excited to finally find a 
photo of the Oakwood Motel 
that was located near where 
Rite Aid is today at the cor- 
ner of what is now East Bolz 
Rd and Hwy 99. We lived 
across 99 at the north corner 
of Bolz Rd. (now West Bolz 
Rd) 


Oakwood Motel, built in 
1948 was designed and built 
by Henry R. Jensen. Built 
in the style of a motor court 
with individual cabins and 
adjoining private carports. 


Jensen was also the contrac- 
tor that built the new Phoe- 
nix Community Center and 
new jail. (MMT 3/30/1951) 
My parents knew Henry as 
he lived nearby and traded 
in their grocery store, The 
Triangle Market. 


The two story building in 
forefront of photo with cov- 
ered porch faced Hwy 99. In 
1954 Ruth Rushing (later 
Fenton) opened the Kachina 
Room in the downstairs. 


Almeda Draconis 


The fire dragon that 
destroyed our homes 


She is made from debris left 
by the fire. 


Her scales are the change 
my housemate was saving 
up to pay for our future trip 
to the coast. 


Her beads, chains, small 
coins and jewelry are all 
that was left of my collec- 
tion of belly dance cos- 
tumes. This includes my 
vintage Afghans, silver jew- 
elry as well as other pieces of 
value. 


Many times as a small child 
we walked across the street 
to eat there. Everything 
was delicious and it was 
such a treat as a child. 


In 1959 Ruth and Al Fen- 
ton moved the Kachina 
Room to the location most 
remembered near First 
Street. (Editor’s insert--the 
Furry House) At some 
point the two story build- 
ing in front of Oakwood 
was torn down leaving only 
the motor court. Later the 
Oakwood became the Ba- 
varian Inn. 


(MMT 5/26/1948, 3/30/1951, 
8/1/1954, 10/12/1959) 


By Marlene Biddle. 


We all have our personal 
stories of loss and grief 
caused by the fire. She 
represents destruction, but 
also profound wisdom, 
transformation and re- 


birth.. 


Perhaps her destruction of 
the past is meant to clear 
the way to create a new 
and better future. 


By Lusianna Estes, artist 
and creator of Draconis 
Dragon. 


Come in and see Draconis 
Dragon in person. 


OPEN 


Ruth Rushing’s 


KACHINA 
ROOM 


Beside Oakwood 
Motel, Highway 99 
Just North of 
Phoenix 
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and Beverages 


a 
Featuring — 


PIZZA 


Phoenix Historical Society 
Board Members 


Dick Croly: President 
Dave Hodson: Vice President 


Dorothy Cotton: Secretary 


Dorothy Cotton: Treasurer 


Lorraine Sexton 
Donna Ulrich 
Mike Wrede 


Oe hs 


Volume 19, Issue 1 


Page 3 


Christmas Party 2022 


Members and friends gath- 
ered together the evening 
of December 13th for the 
Phoenix Historical Soci- 
ety’s annual Christmas 
potluck. A good variety of 
yummy food was con- 
sumed and lots of festive 
conversation transpired. 
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Remembering the Medford Mail Tribune 


Oregon’s first-ever Pulitzer 
prize-winning publication, 
Mail Tribune, closed down its 
operation and published its 
last edition on January 13. 


“We felt it was important to 
really look at the big issues 
whether it was fires, political 
upheaval, community 
growth,” said Bob Hunter, 
Chief Editor from 1992-2018. 


The Mail Tribune was not 
always liked by community 
leaders but was respected 
through the hard work and 


dedication they put in over 
the last 115 years. 


“Specifically some civic lead- 
ers, community leaders in the 
government who maybe did- 
n’t appreciate that light was 
being shed on some stories 
but that’s what a newspaper 
is for,” Hunter said. 


As many of the former long- 
time employees reflected over 
the years of work they put in, 
one of the biggest losses will 
be the loss of local sports cov- 
erage. 


he 


a 
5” “TF Congratulations 
to Claire T of 


Phoenix for win- 


ning the Phoenix 
& Historical Soci- 
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value. 


sors, The Oregon 
Cheese Cave, Philippe 
the Baker, Los Tres 
Potrillos, El Comal 
Taqueria and Grill, 


“We at the Mail Tribune 
always found it so impor- 
tant to bring to light accom- 
plishments of high school 
and college athletes, and 
community athletes, 
whether they be golfers or 
bowlers or runners or what- 
ever, said Tim Trower,” a 
longtime sports editor. “ 
We felt like we told their 
stories as completely and 
with as much compassion as 
possible. 


According to Hunter, one 
thing that he will miss the 


Thanks to our wonder- 
ful First Phoenix spon- 
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Believe Salon, 

Dunbar Farms and Win- 
ery and others. We 
greatly appreciate every- 
one’s support of the mu- 
seum. 


most was running commu- 
nity content such as wed- 
dings, engagements, and 
anniversaries. 


“We were named Oregon’s 
best-midsized newspaper of 
the year, at one point we 
were owned by Gatehouse 
which owned 400 newspa- 
pers and we were named 
newspaper of the year one 
year,” said Hunter. 


Thanks to NEWS 10, ktvl. 


Phoenix Historical Society & Museum 
607 N. Church Street 

P. O. Box 1466 

Phoenix, Oregon 97535 


Telephone (541) 512-0614 


Any historical information regarding Phoenix 


would be much appreciated by anyone 
receiving this newsletter. Please send to above 
address or editor. 
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cats help preserve the history of Phoe- Ses 


nix and the surrounding area. 


ae Regular PHS meetings will be held 


ope ge beginning in January on the sec- oe Re 
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WELCOM BACK TO PHOENIX ~ After the Devastating 2020 Almeda Fire 
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